THE  CIVIL SERVICE

interests may be contrary to those of the public,
but he may well be consulted by the President
on railroad questions. Men who have worked
themselves up to important positions by merit,
as have most of the heads of our great business
corporations, are men of extraordinary, some-
times even of almost unique, ability, men who
would be selected as one of a thousand or even
a hundred thousand when the question is one of
ability to grasp the bearing of an important
question connected with their work. If a man
of that type wishes to see the President, to talk
with him regarding a matter of business policy
which the government should adopt in connec-
tion with his special industry, would it not be
wrong for the President not to see him and
not to give him far more time for the discussion
of the question at issue than he can give to the
average visitor? He may differ with him in
policy, he may very well refuse to accede to
his wishes, but it is of extreme importance to the
country at large that the President should know
and carefully consider the arguments of a man
who is one of the leading authorities in his line.
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